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Trauma Survivors Network Peer Visitor 
Expertise in Traumatic Spinal Cord Injury-Patient/Spouse Perspectives 

JP and KELLY  
 

 

JP and Kelly: On June 08, 2006, John Philip, was involved in a 

near fatal motorcycle crash.  JP was requested by colleagues to 

perform “tricks” on his motorcycle.  Not one to back down 

from a dare, JP popped a wheelie and rode on his back tire 

uphill.  Twice he was successful, 3rd wheelie he was not; JP 

lost control.  He and the bike went air born towards the side of 

a building.  He attempted to jump off the bike in hopes that 

only the bike would crash into the bricks and mortar instead, 

he and his bike crashed into the side of the building leaving 

him lying lifeless in the parking lot. Paramedics rushed him to 

Vanderbilt.  After sustaining a T-4 complete spinal cord injury, 

traumatic brain injury, broken collar bone, broken scapula, 

broken ribs and collapsed lungs, JP spent one month at the 

Vanderbilt Trauma ICU and two months at Shepherd Center 

for inpatient rehabilitation.  Once he returned home, JP 

participated in outpatient therapy for nearly a year at both 

Vanderbilt Stallworth and Tennessee Rehabilitation Center.  

Two years after his accident, JP regained his independence and 

went back to college to finish his Communications degree and 

named President of the Student with Disabilities Assoc. at 

MTSU.  JP has a very active lifestyle consisting of water/snow 

skiing, playing golf, softball, basketball, sled hockey, shooting 

sporting clays, and lifting weights.  In May 2010, JP and Kelly 

tied the knot and are expecting a baby girl in May 2012. 

JP’s Radio Interview 
http://www.vanderbilthealth.com/main/25756#traumasurviv
ors2terview 

 
JP and Kelly’s News Footage 
http://www.vanderbilthealth.com/traumasurvivors/34224?pre
viewsession=1 
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